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INDIA. 

Calcutta declared free from plague. 

Consulate op the United States, 

Calcutta, October 12, 1898. 
Sir : I have the honor to inclose herewith the official announcement 
of the Hon. Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, published in The Eng- 
lishman, of the 10th instant, that "Calcutta is now free from the 
infection of bubonic plague." 

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 

E. F. Patterson, 
United States Consul General. 
Hon. Assistant Secretary of State. 

[Inclosure.] 

The following Calcutta Gazette extraordinary has been issued : 

It is hereby notified for general information that Calcutta is free from plague, and 

that all inspections of, and restrictions regarding travelers from Calcutta have been 
■withdrawn. — E. N. Bakee, Officiating Secretary to the Government of Bengal. 

TURKEY. 

Sanitary report from Constantinople. 
[Report No. 202.] 

Constantinople, October 17, 1898. 

Sir : According to the reports of the sanitary physician at Prevesa, 
in Epirus, the sanitary condition of said town has been very imperfect 
on account of the high prices which have existed during these last 
months. Another cause of the above-mentioned imperfect sanitary 
condition is the pollution of the waters supplied to that city. There 
was, among others, a little spring in Prevesa, the water of which was of 
the best quality. Without any reason known said water is no longer 
potable on account of its bad smell. I can not state whether said 
spring is in connection with the cemetery of the town or on account of 
the last war that dead bodies have been buried in the neighborhood of 
said spring. The inhabitants have suffered very much from diarrhea. 
The epidemic of smallpox continues. ' 

An epidemic of diphtheria broke out at Malah, a little village eight 
hours' distant from Trebizonde, and at the height of 1,000 meters from 
the level of the sea. In said village there are only 200 inhabitants. 
Of these, 30 have already died from said disease, which certainly was 
not imported from outside — the surrounding villages, according to the 
sanitary report, being in a perfect sanitary condition. 

In the province of Yemen typhoid fever broke out. I have written 
in my previous reports that in that province dearth exists as a conse- 
quence of drought, which has lasted three years. 

In Constantinople smallpox and typhoid fever are always prevalent. 
There are also several cases of scarlet fever. Prom the 26th ultimo to 
the 17th instant 361 deaths have been registered. Of these, 5 are from 
scarlet fever, 3 from diphtheria, 21 from smallpox, and 12 from typhoid 
fever. 

I have the honor to forward the French copy of the proceedings of 
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their sittings of the International Sanitary Commission for September 
17 and October 4, with a copy of the report of the Ottoman sanitary 
commissioner in the Alexandria International Sanitary Commission. 

The subject we dealt with in the sitting of the 17th ultimo was the laza- 
retto of Camaran, on which I have already had the honor to lay stress 
in my previous reports, and about which I have already forwarded a 
printed report. I forward the present copy, in which will be read what 
the vice-president of said International Sanitary Commission says about 
the way in which said lazaretto is built. At the beginning, it was 
decided that 500,000 francs would be spent for the buildings. Two 
millions nearly have been already spent, and the lazaretto is far from 
being finished and ready. In connection with this fact I beg you to 
remember the report which I forwarded on the sanitary commission, 
report 182. 

The subject we dealt with in the sitting of October 4 was the quaran- 
tine of five days to which the arrivals from Djiddah were subjected in 
Egypt. I have already written about said question in my last report. 

Spiridion C. Zavitziano, 
United States Sanitary Commissioner. 

TURKEY. 
[Inclosure No. 1. — Translated in this Bureau.] 

Quarantine constructions at Camaran. — Proceedings of the superior council 
of health at Constantinople in regard to quarantine. 

An extra session of the council was held September 17, to discuss the report on 
quarantine plant and buildings erected at Camaran, which was read at the session of 
the preceding week. 

The delegate of the low countries stated that he had been instructed by his govern- 
ment to interview Engineer Roullet with regard to certain details of the work. He 
requested the council to reconsider its decision relative to the proposed adjournment of 
the construction of the pavilions of disinfection and the jetties for the following 
reasons : 

The present pavilion of disinfection is situated at a point to reach which the pilgrims, 
in going and coming, have to pass through certain parts of the camp with which they 
should not be brought in contact. In the fifth and sixth divisions of the camp, which 
are set aside for the reception of infected arrivals, there is neither jetty nor special 
pavilion and infected arrivals have no resource but to be treated at the pavilion now 
existing. The situation is anomalous and highly dangerous for the indemn pilgrims 
who are undergoing quarantine, the more so in view of the spread of plague in India 
and the fact that infected arrivals are to be expected at Camaran. The lazaretto system 
adopted at Camaran requires the completion of pavilions of disinfection properly con- 
structed at suitable locations. The same is true of the construction of jetties for the 
service of disembarkation and embarkation of pilgrims. 

Dr. Zeri declared himself in favor of such work only as could be immediately exe- 
cuted. Such work would have to be completed before May of next year, as it has been 
found impossible to retain workmen during the summer months. 

Dr. Dickson (English delegate) stated that on account of the increase of plague in 
India the construction of the jetties and pavilions projected for the 5th and 6th divisions 
of the station of Camaran were urgently and immediately necessary. The Indian 
Government, added Mr. Dickson, had at the instance of the council, prohibited the 
pilgrimage for last year, but having since subscribed to the Venice convention it could 
no longer maintain that interdict. What was to be done with infected arrivals at Cam- 
aran ? Should the indemn divisions of the camp be compromised ? He concluded by 
stating that his ambassador had instructed him to insist on the immediate construction 
of the jetties and pavilions. 

Dr. Hagel declared that he condemned the deplorable system pursued up to the 
present time at Camaran, and wished formally to object to its continuance. Plans were 
proposed to the council, considered, adopted and authorized, and were finally modified, 
leaving the constructions incomplete. He asked for control in the matter of expense. 
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Ahmed Bey assented to Dr. Hagel's proposition and further proposed that the Imper- 
ial Government be petitioned to create a commission composed of officers of the army 
of Yemen to examine the plans of Engineer Ronllet for the jetties and pavilions, and 
that on approval of the plans the commission should have authority to direct Engineer 
Koullet by telegraph to immediately commence work. Dr. Dickson assented but drew 
attention to the loss of time in waiting for the report of the commission. Dr. Zeri 
proposed the construction of one jetty and one pavilion at Camaran, pending the report 
of the commission. On deliberation the council finally adopted the following resolu- 
tions : 

1. That the Imperial Government shall be asked to name a technical commission to 
report on the work already executed at Camaran. 

2. The jetty and pavilion of disinfection to be constructed between the fifth and 
sixth divisions of the camp, according to the plans of Engineer Roullet, shall be imme- 
diately commenced, the work to be discontinued if found to exceed in cost the amount 
available. 

3. The commission shall examine plans for other structures proposed for erection at 
Camaran, including suitable lodgings for pilgrims. 



[Inclosure No. 2. — Translated in this Bureau.] 
Pilgrimages to Mecca closed for this year, and the Hedjaz released from quarantine restrictions. 

Alexandria, October 4, 1898. 

Pursuant to my report of the 27th instant, I have the honor to inform you that at the 
session of October 4 the president of the quarantine council introduced the proposition 
to close the pilgrimage for this year, and to suspend the quarantine measures applicable 
to arrivals from the Hedjaz. This was followed by a lively discussion, many delegates 
formally opposing the suspension of quarantine measures. Believing that sporadic 
cases of plague might exist in the Hedjaz and escape detection by the sanitary 
authorities, they voted against the proposition. It received, however, the support of 
the president and the English delegate, and was accepted by a vote of 7 to 5. In con- 
sequence of this action the Hedja? is free. 

The delegates who voted in favor of the proposition were those from England, Nor- 
way and Sweden, Italy, the Low Countries, Belgium, the city sanitary inspector, and 
the writer. The delegates of Spain, Austria-Hungary, Germany, Russia, and Greece, 
voted against it. The delegate of France abstained from voting. 

In the course of the discussion I was asked by the delegate from Austria-Hungary 
whether the commission instituted by the superior council of health was in performance 
of its functions at Djiddah. The delegate of England expressed the wish that tel- 
egraphic communication should be made with Yambo, and that a physician should be 
permanently established there. 

DR. Duca, Ottoman Delegate. 

To the Sanitary Administration of the Ottoman Empire, Constantinople. 

FOREIGN STATISTICAL REPORTS. 

Australia — Queensland — Brisbane. — Month of August, 1898. Esti- 
mated population, 105,734. Total number of deaths, 100, including 
diphtheria, 2; enteric fever, 1; measles, 2; scarlet fever, 7; whooping 
cough 4, and 13 from phthisis pulmonalis. 

Bermuda. — Two weeks ended November 4, 1898. Estimated popu- 
lation, 15,013. Total number of deaths, 1, which was from enteric fever. 

Chile — Antofagasta. — Month of September, 1898. Estimated popu- 
lation, 14,000. Total number of deaths, 37, including enteric fever, 1, 
and 7 from phthisis pulmonalis. 

Great Britain — England and Wales.— The deaths registered in 33 
great towns in England and Wales during the week ended October 29 
correspond to an annual rate of 17.9 a thousand of the aggregate popu^ 



